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Highly Suitable Roosting Habitat - Criteria

Howlin and Nasman (2017)

Whooping Crane Habitat Synthesis Chapters (2017)

Baasch et al. (2019)

UOCW = Unobstructed Channel Width
UFCW = Unforested Corridor Width
 

https://platteriverprogram.org/sites/default/files/PubsAndData/ProgramLibrary/Correlates%20of%20Whooping%20Crane%20Habitat%20Selection%20and%20Trends%20in%20Use%20in%20the%20Central%20Platte%20River.pdf
https://platteriverprogram.org/sites/default/files/PubsAndData/ProgramLibrary/PRRIP%20Whooping%20Crane%20Habitat%20Synthesis%20Chapters.pdf
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0209612
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Highly Suitable Roosting Habitat - Management
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Objective

• Provide additional information for defining suitable roosting 
habitat.

• Results will guide Program management to:

• Continue current land and water management

• Adjust criteria for existing characteristics and/or include new 
characteristics
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Aerial Surveys (Spring 2001 – Spring 2022)

163 Crane Groups

442 Total Roosts
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On-Channel Characteristics

• Unobstructed 
Channel Width 
(UOCW)

• Nearest Forest 
(NF)

• Total Channel 
Width
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Surrounding Landscape Characteristics

• Sand and Water

• Grasslands

• Meadow Marsh

• Ag Wetlands

• Development

• Corn
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Roosts and Available Locations
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Results: Important for Roost Site Selection

• Unobstructed 
Channel Width 
(UOCW)

• Nearest Forest 
(NF)

• Development 



10

UOCW Roosts vs. Available Locations

Available
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UOCW Roosts vs. Available Locations

Roost

Available
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Results: Unobstructed Channel Width
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Results: Unobstructed Channel Width

Roost

Available

Predicted 
Selection 

Confidence 
Interval



14

Results: Unobstructed Channel Width
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Results: Unobstructed Channel Width

2001 - 2017 2001 - 2022
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Program Management

• No current TAC recommendation to change Habitat Criteria

• Identify opportunities and limitations to widen channels



Questions?
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